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spiritual activities of the ecclesiastical officials. But at the
beginning of the eleventh century the movement for reform
began in earnest and had several centres.
The monasteries had set the example, and they gave their its direction
assistance, but they did not take the lead. The credit for not due *°
the reform, especially in its later and more advanced stage, ^
has commonly been attributed to Cluny. Perhaps this was
because the great figure in that later stage, Pope Gregory VII,
was believed, quite erroneously, to have come from Cluny.
Individual Cluniac monks were called in to assist, and were
sometimes, as in Normandy and England, given bishoprics.
The Pope might beg for a monk from Cluny, and one such,
the prior Odo, was made cardinal by Gregory VII and later
became Pope as Urban II.1 The advice of the abbot of
Cluny was naturally sought, and his co-operation at councils
was sometimes obtained. But to describe Cluny as the
source and inspiration of the movement is quite contrary to
fact. The Cluniac programme was a monastic programme.
Its abbot, who had absolute control, was fully occupied with
his task of governing a great monastic Order. He did not,
like St. Bernard afterwards, feel it his business to dictate
upon the general management of the Church.
The direction of the movement, and the character it But to lay
took, depended at first upon those who controlled the Church ®18 and
in each locality—that is to say, primarily on the lay rulers,
and secondarily on the ecclesiastical officials; it was t;he
former who initiated it wherever it came into being. There
was no unity in the movement, because the head of the
Church, who alone could give it unity, was not interested.
However, the Emperor Henry II was keenly interested, and
it was largely his zeal which gave the movement so much
initial vigour. From some of the bishops, especially his
friend Pilgrim of Cologne and others in Lorraine, he received
enthusiastic support; he forced concurrence from others
who were lukewarm if not secretly hostile; he even in 1022
obtained the co-operation of Pope Benedict VIII. The kings
of France did not imitate him, but some of the leading nobles
took a part; the dukes of Aquitaine seem to have been fairly
1 He is the only Pope at this time who came from Cluny. His successor,
Paschal II, is often said to have been a Cluniac monk, but this has recently
been disproved.

